We recently celebrated Memorial Day to commemorate our service members who died while in military service. This year, in addition to celebrating by placing flags outside offices or visiting memorials, let's focus on how we can improve the lives of the more than 22 million living veterans by increasing their access to quality healthcare and eventually endof-life care, preferably in the comfort of their own home (Department of Veterans Affairs [VA], 2010 [VA], , 2011a .
In April 2011, First Lady Michelle Obama announced a new initiative called "Joining Forces," which was aimed at mobilizing our society to join together to give service members the opportunities and support they have earned. A year later, the first lady announced that the nation's top medical schools had pledged to improve healthcare for military personnel and veterans, committing to sharing research, education, and clinical lessons. More than 130 medical schools committed to training students in treating posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain injury (TBI), which impacts roughly one in six veterans (WhiteHouse.gov, 2012) .
It has been more than 1 year since the "Joining Forces" initiative was created, and it got me thinking: in what ways are the home healthcare and hospice industries contributing to the first lady's call to action? As an industry, could we be doing more to help ensure our veterans have access to quality care in the way and place they choose? Are we doing enough to partner with or help the VA reduce the barriers veterans face in accessing this care?
Although the VA maintains the largest integrated healthcare system in the United States, with the growing demands of the millions of new service members becoming eligible for VA system support; the strain on their ability to treat the growing demand is evident (VA, 2011b).
The U.S. Department of Defense and the VA alone cannot address the unmet service needs and that "meeting veterans where they are" is vital in treatment both in an existential and geographical sense. It's not enough to provide close access to care but we must understand the life and struggles the veteran faced to be able to help them, according to Dr 
